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A tragic suicide, a likely murder, wrongful imprisonment, and gripping courtroom scenes draw

readers into this compelling story giving them a frightening perspective on justice corrupted and who

should be accountable when evidence is withheld. Licensed to Lie: Exposing Corruption in the

Department of Justice is the true story of the strong-arm, illegal, and unethical tactics used by

headline-grabbing federal prosecutors in their narcissistic pursuit of power. Its scope reaches from

the US Department of Justice to the US Senate, the FBI, and the White House. This true story is a

scathing attack on corrupt prosecutors, the judges who turned a blind eye to these injustices, and

the president who has promoted them to powerful political positions. From the Foreword  This book

should serve as the beginning of a serious conversation about whether our criminal justice system

continues to live up to its vaunted reputation. As citizens of a free society, we all have an important

stake in making sure that it does. -- Alex Kozinski, Chief Judge, United States Court of Appeals for

the Ninth Circuit.
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This story might have been sub-titled The Godfather IV, despite the probable copyright issues. In

the 1974 Academy Award Winning movie The Godfather II, the US Senate is investigating the

Corleone crime family. Michael Corleone (Al Pacino) and his family are the subject of a Senate

committee probe. Frank Pentangeli (Michael Gazzo), a former member of the Corleone family, has

taken the stand to spill the beans about the Corleoneâ€™s criminal empire. Just then he notices that



his brother (from Sicily) is sitting in the gallery, next to the Don. The threat is obvious; if Pentangeli

cooperates with the government, his brother is dead.Fast forward to the early 2000â€™s after the

bankruptcy of Enron and the Department of Injustice (I refuse to use the term â€œJusticeâ€• until

they clean up their act) is prosecuting Arthur Andersen, one Andersen partner, and executives of

Merrill Lynch, NatWest and of course Enron (in what I refer to as The Godfather Part IV). In the

latest Godfather episode, the US Department of Injustice (DOI) is prosecuting former executives

over the course of almost a decade in the Southern District of Texas, Houston, rather than before a

US a Senate committee. And the DOI borrows a trick or two from Michael Corleone.Of course one

might ask how any of these defendants could possibly get a fair trial in a town as collectively pissed

off as Houston? But fair trials were not a priority for the DOI or the Houston federal court

system.The DOI didnâ€™t bring any long lost brothers to the courtroom. But their threat was nearly

as terrifyingâ€”a federal indictment.
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